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WASHINGTON STATE DEATH WITH DIGNITY ACT 5
— :

MYESION 1.1000 Mcu[clcd after Oregon'’s law, 1-1000 !
Former Governor Booth Gardner allows mentally competent, termi- VES! on 1-1000 c
WASHINGTON

DEATH WITH DIGNITY
yeson1000.0rg &

Compassion and Choices of nally ill adults che I:‘gal] and voluntary

Washington

Death with Dignity choice to self-administer life-ending med-
Washington State Alliance for
Retired Americans

And many more...

ication under strict medical safeguards.

INITIATIVE 1000: BALLOT TITLE
. 1000 concers allowing certain terminally ill competent adults te obtain lethal prescriptions.
Ily ill, competent, adult Washington residents, who are medically predicted to have six

d self-administer lethal medication prescribed by a physician.

Statement of Subject; Initiative Measure No
This measure would permit termina

Concise Description;
months or less to live, to request an
Should this measure be enacted into law? Yes |
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Issaquah Press, 1/9/08

Sports and prayers

A lack of faith in God does not make
a student any less an athlete

After watching postgame team prayers, Greg
Farrar stated in a Dec. 12 column that it'’s “a
good sign for humanity’s future” that football
players from Skyline and O’'Dea high schools
“have a faith and trust in something higher
than self.” That clearly implies that Farrar
would be less optimistic about humanity’s fu-
ture if those same players were nonreligious.

lmaﬁine if Farrar considered it a good sign
that all players were white. We'd all see the
bigotry in such a statement. But it’s acceptable
to disparage the nonreligious.

In the column, several players proudly dis-
cussed the team display of piety. One claimed
that Skyline and 0’Dea players “all love Jesus”
and that “the love of Christ is the same with
everyone.” Really? That's true of the Jewish,
Hindu and atheist football players, too? Or are
non-Christians made to feel like outsiders while
the “real” players pray to Jesus?

Gladly interviewed about their public pious-
ness, these individuals must have missed
Matthew 6:5: “When you pray, do not be like
the hypocrites” who pray “to be seen by men.”

Skyline assistant coach Steve Armendariz
(who, interestingly, is also pastor of Horizon
Christian Fellowship) claimed, “Faith helps. It's
tough to play a sport without . . . belief.” Ap-
parently, students who don't share Pastor
Steve’s religious beliefs will have difficulties at
football tryouts.

It is offensive and unconstitutional for a public
high school coach to denigrate the abilities and
potential of students based on their religious be-
liefs or lack thereof. Farrar also revealed that
head coach Steve Gervais implemented pregame
chapel, led by a coach. (Pastor Steve perhaps?)
And I thought 0’Dea was the religious school.

Ironically, I praised one of Farrar’s columns
three years ago. He spoke against bigotry and
asked, “Will Issaquah be part of the solution?”
Farrar quoted a resident: “As long as you can
convince a human being that another person
or their group is not as good as you, anything
can happen, and it won't be good.”

Now, Farrar has stated that nonbelievers
aren’t as good as believers. It looks like Farrar
and Skyline staff are part of the problem.

Matthew J. Barry
Issaquah




Seattle P-I, 1/27/08
ROBINSON COLUMN

Give equal space for ‘Articles of Reason’

“Religion and its institutions worthy of respect,” says
Anthony B. Robinson in his Jan. 19 weekly column
“Articles of Faith.” He even quotes the late Peter
Jennings: “We must stop treating religion as if it were not
really a fit activity for intelligent adults.”

As always, Robinson offers no evidence whatsoever,
or even a reasoned argument to support this view; we're
just supposed to take it on faith. Well, he’s entitled to his
opinion, even if it's completely unsupported. But I keep
waiting for the P-I to offer equal space to the other point
of view. When will there be a weekly column by a
rational person called “Articles of Reason.”

That would seem to be a minimum standard of
fairness and balance in a great newspaper.

Brian Tenﬁuon
Des Moines

Skeptic Magazine, January 2008

Something From Nothing

While I thought highly of Victor Stenger’s
God: The Failed Hypothesis, 1 was disap-
pointed when he dodged the question
“Why is there anything?” by claiming that
nothingness is an unstable condition. So
I had hoped that David Ludden’s review
(Vol. 13, No. 2) would hold Stenger’s
feet to the fire on this point, but he was
strangely unskeptical: “Stenger argues
that something rather than nothing is the
normal state of affairs. The laws of
physics tell us that nothingness is an
unstable state and will ‘undergo a spon-
taneous phase shift’ to a state of some-
thingness.” Say what? This is double-talk
that would do Abbott & Costello proud.
As a matter of fact, no one has ever
been able to show an example of noth-
ing becoming something. Even at the
level of quantum mechanics, where par-
ticles behave in ways we don't yet
understand, they are at least something.
Stenger and Ludden’s view seems to be
a return to the belief in spontaneous
generation which held that piles of old
clothes resulted in the magical appear-

ance of mice.

Washington State Bar News, April 2008
Is tolerance discrimination?

Steven T. O'Ban says in the February 2008
Bar News that resistance to same-sex
marriage isn't “invidious discrimination”
against gays and lesbians, because the
trend is toward greater “tolerance.” Toler-
ance? If someone says he or she tolerates
Blacks or Hispanics, would anyone doubt
racial or ethnic bias is being expressed?
Mr. O'Ban’s tolerance of gays and lesbians
is no different.

He asserts the purpose of marriage is
to provide a structure for procreation and
child-rearing, and claims he is supported
by history. Scholarly texts on the history
of marriage, however, tell us marriage

has had several purposes, including ( for
example) creating family and political
alliances, perpetuating a male surname,
and establishing boundaries for expressing
sexual attraction.

Mr, O'Ban asserts children fare better
when their biological parents raise them,
thus suggesting that children raised by gays
or lesbians will suffer. The evidence con-
tradicts him. Dr. Gregory Herek (American
Psychologist, 2006) reviewed the published
research and concluded: “Empirical studies
comparing children raised by sexual minor-
ity parents with those raised by otherwise
comparable heterosexual parents have not
found reliable disparities in mental health
or social adjustment.” [Citations omitted].

Responding to all of Mr. 0’'Ban’s points
isunnecessary, because ultimately it comes
down to values, not evidence. Many of us
accept gays and lesbians, and think it’s
wrong to deny them equal rights. Others
disapprove of gays and lesbians. From their
standpoint, “tolerating” them is enough.

David A. Summers, Seattle

Seattle P-1, 1/4/08

GUNS
Family of victim knows

pistol is an assault weapon
Bruce Welder's Monday letter

would quibble about which guns

should be called assault weapons. But
as a matter of fact, all guns are assault

weapons. Just ask any of the more than
30,000 Americans who were assaulted
and killed last year by them.
Brian Templeton
Seattle

—Brian Templeton, Des Moines, WA,
btamerica@hotmail.com
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